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Mu'allim, from which the Sultan had deposed him in
favour of Jemal al-Dln al-Alwaln, guardian of Dahishah.
On the same day the Dawadar made proclamation in Cairo that
all the recent taxes were-abolished, and that the decrees in
force under Ashraf Kait Bey were to be observed. This was
received with general acclamation. Zeini Berekat Ibn
Musa went throughout Cairo fixing the prices of commodities,
so that a kind of vermicelli, which was being sold at four
dirhems the ratl, was fixed at two dirhems ; cheese and meat
also came under the new tariff.

During the same month Zeini opened the dam at Abu
Manja, the Nile having risen on that day to twenty cubits.
This was on the 22nd day of Tut, the first Coptic month.
The Dawadar used during the Sultan's absence to ride out
to Matariyyeh daily, and on his return to enter by the Bab
al-Nasr, preceded by the Chief Amirs who had remained
behind in Egypt, and a strong body of troops. Inynediately
in front of him were runners and naptha throwers (?), and his
Memlooks wearing swords and carrying lances with coloured
silk pennons.

These processions caused a great sensation in Cairo, and
the people received him with shouts of welcome. He used to
picture himself as Sultan before he became so; he had, in
fact, become very powerful and was greatly feared.

On Friday, the 22nd, when the Sultan's death was confirmed,
the preachers did not offer up prayers for the Sultan, nor was
his name mentioned from the pulpits, but only the Khalifah's ;
and some said, " May God appoint our best over us, and not
our worst."

This state of affairs went on for a long time, Egypt remaining
without a Sultan, and likewise the dominions of Syria.
During this time the Arabs committed depredations in the
eastern and other districts. They plundered a number of
dwellings, carrying off all the cattle and sheep, and even
robbing the women of their jewellery. An enormous number
of Fellabinwere killed during these troubles besides messengers